DESORIl^TIONS OF SOME XEW BIRDS FROM ALDABRA, 
ASSmiPTlON, AND GLORIOSA ISLANDS, COLLECTED 
BY DR. W. L. ABBOTT. 



By Robert RiDawAY, 

Curator of Cte DeparUnait of Birds, 



In the last volume of these Proeeediugs* descriptions were published 
of seven new si)eeies of birdst collected by Dr. W. L. Abbott on the 
above-inentioned islands, ;in eighth new forint having been later char- 
acterized in The Auk.§ Other species in Dr. Abbott’s eollection were 
identilied with forms already described, though some of them were 
doubtfully determined, no specimens of the birds they were supposed 
to represent being available for comparison. Duplicates of some of 
these were sent to Prof. Alfred Newton, who has made a special study 
of the birds of the Madagascar subregion. Prof. Newton has kindly 
informed me that they are in reality new forms, and has most generously 
sent me specimens of the species to which I had referred them in order 
that I might see wherein they were diiferent. I am thus under the 
necessity of describing six more new birds which have been brought 
to light by Dr. Abbott’s careful explorations. 

A more elaborate i)aper on the avian hinna of these interesting islands, 
together with the Seychelles, Amirantes, etc., based primarily on Dr. 
Abbott’s collection, but including also the results of the work of ])revi- 
ous collectors, is nearly completed and will in due time be published. 

1. ZOSTEBOPS AEDAP,RENSIS, now species. 

Specific chnracters . — Similar to Z. palpehrosa (Temminck), but 
sui)raloral region (sides of forehead) distinctly orange-yellowish, under 
parts with yellow of chest extending farther backward and tinging the 
median line of the belly; chest and sides less tinged with gray (some 
specimens having instead a faint brownish wash), and under tail-coverts 



^ Proc. U. S. Nat. Miis., xvi, pp. 097-600, No. 953, published Aiiijfust 16, 1893. 
MxociurUi madagascarlrnsis rosiraiUj Bnchaiuja atdahruua, Foudlu oUtahranay Rou- 
gethis ahlahrauus, Ibis abbotiiy Sutu ahhoiti, and Turinr saturatus. 

XRougetlus ahhoiti, 

t^SThe Auk, January, 1894, p. 74. 
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Vi‘iy difterent in color from cliest (varying from maize- to (diroine yellow, 
the throat being canary-^^ellow). 

Habitui.—A\i\^\)vw Island. (Type, JS"!). 128702, ^ ad., 

Aldabra Island, October 3, 1802; Dr. W. L. Abbott.) 

Measurcmenis of type , — Length (before skinning), 4.20* wing, 2.12; 
tail, 1.02; exposed culinen, 0.33; tarsus, 0.70; middle toe, 0.37. ‘'Upper 
mandible, black; lower, leaden; feet, leaden; irides, light brown.’^ 
(Anno I T, jMSS.) 



2. ZOSTEPOPS MADAGASCARIEXSIS GLORIOSA:, new subspecies 

Characters of subspecies , — Very similar to true Z. madayascariensis 
((hnelin), but lai’ger (?), upper parts less vivid olive-green, and under 
tail-coverts brighter yellow. 

Habitat , — Gloriosa Island. (Type, Xo. 128700, U.S.X.M., $ ad., 
Gloriosa Island, January 2.1, 1803; Dr. W. L. Abbott.) 

Measurcmcutsoftifpc.—lAOwgt\\ (before skinning), 4.50; wing, 2.17 ; 
tail, 1.42; exposed (‘ulnien, 0.40; tarsus, 0.05; middle toe, 0.38. ‘G>ill, 
black; base of lower mandible, leaden ; irides, pale brown ; feet, leaden. 
(AnnoTT, MkSS.) 

Having only one specimen of true Z, madayascariensis for compari- 
son, I am not qnite satisfied of the propriety of separating the Gloi*i- 
osa bird, which I do more in deference to Prof. 2s ewtoifs views than 
to my own convictions. 



8. CINNYRI8 AEDABRENSI8, new s])ecies. 

Speeifie eharaeters, — Similar to C, souimauya (Gmelin), but pectoral 
band much broader and bright maroon-bay instead of chestnut; sooty 
breast-patch much more extensive, reaching, medially, to middle of 
belly : sides and Hanks light yellowish gra}', and Iowct belly very pale 
sulphur-yellow (whole belly canary-yellow in C, souimanya). Female 
much grayer above and darkm- b(4ow, anteriorly, than that of C, soni- 
manya. 

Habitat,— XVhxhva Island. (Type, Ko. 128(i73, U.S.N.M., ^ ad., 
Aldabi’a Island, October 1, 1802; Dr. W. L. Abbott.) 

Measurements of ty2>e,— Length (before skinning), 4.30; wing, 2.10; 
tail, 1.50; exposed culmen, 0.70; tarsus, 0.05; middle toe, 0.40. “Bill 
and feet black.’’ (Abbott, jMSS.) 

•t. CIXNYRIS ABBOTTl, new species. 

^peeific characters,—Sinuhir to 0. aJdabrensis, but with under parts 
])ostei‘iorto maroon-bay i^ectoral baud almost entirely sooty black, with 
Hanks more or less extensively light y<dlowish gray; upper tail-coverts 
glossy violet-black, ti])ped with metallic greenish bine. Iknnale simi- 
lar to that of C, aldabrensis. 

Habitat, — Assumption Island. (Type, 27o. 128080, U.S.27.1M., S ad., 
Assumption Island, Septemb(T 18, 1892; Dr. AV. L. Abbott.) 
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MeaHuremenis of type , — Length (skin), 3.90; wing, 2.22; tail, L62; 
exposed ciiliiien, 0.70; tarsus, 0.(>7 ; middle toe, 0.40. 



i'S. CENTKOI'US liVSlTLARIS, new siM-cies. 

Specific characters . — Quite identical in nuptial plumage with 0. toiilou 
(Miiller); in other plumages, however, very much paler, the posterior 
ujider parts barred with pale brownish butt* and dusky, in nearly equal 
(jiiantity (niiiforin greenish dusky in eorrespoudiiig plumage of C. 
to H Ion.) 

Habitat . — Aldabra and Assumption islands. (Type, Xo. 128715, U. 
S.N.M., $ ad., Aldabra, October, 1892. Upper mandible, horny brown ; 
lower pale horny; irides, red; feet, bluish black.” (Aubott, Mss.) 

Measurements vary so, both in this form and in C. tonlou^t\mtl have 
been unable to derive any satisfactory character from them. The pres- 
ent bird appears, however, to liave almost invariably smaller feet than 
C. touloitj as the following measurements show: 
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li. CAPRIMULGUS ALDABRENSIS, uew jspecies. 



Specific characters . — Similar to G. madayascariensisy Grandidier, but 
averaging larger; scapulars marked with grayish white instead of buff; 
foreneck without collar of buffy spots, and white of tail more extensive 
(that on lateral feathers extending 1,70 inches from tip in adult male). 

Habitat . — ^ Aldabra Island. (Type No. 12S6G8, U. S. N. M., S ad., 
Aldabra Island, September 29, 1892, Dr. W. L. Abbott.) 

Measurements of type . — Length (before skinning), 9.25; wing, G.25; 
tail, 4.35; middle toe, 0.G5. 



